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Greetings from Tallahassee!  

 Week six o f  t he 2012 Legislat ive Session  

f lew  b y w it h  eno rm ous accom p lishm en t s. 

Bo t h  Mond ay and  Tuesd ay w ere largely      

f ocused  on  t he ho t -b ut t on  issue o f  p r ivat iz-

ing 27 Sout h  Flo r id a p r isons. Th is p rovision  

w as inser t ed  t h rough  p roviso  language in t o  

t he 2012 b ud get . How ever , Circu it  Judge 

Jackie Fu lf o rd  st ruck t he m easure d ow n  as 

unconst it u t ional in  Sep t em b er . Th is year , it  w as p resen t ed  as a st and  alone b ill,  

Senat e Bill 2038. I, along w it h  20 o f  m y Senat e co lleagues, m anaged  t o  d ef eat  t h is 

m easure 21-19. Th is w as a very t ough , em o t ional vo t e and  I t hank all t he Dep ar t -

m en t  o f  Co r rect ions o f f icers w ho  m ade t he t r ip  t o  Tallahassee f o r  t heir  sup p o r t .  

 Wed nesd ay w as f i lled  w it h  b ud get  d iscussions as t he Senat e Bud get           

Com m it t ee unan im ously p assed  a $70.8 b illion  p lan  f o r  2013 f iscal year . I w as         

esp ecially excit ed  t o  see t he p anel p ass an  am end m en t  req u ir ing t he Dep ar t m en t  

o f  Co r rect ions t o  f ind  $10.2 m illion  in  o rd er  t o  keep  Jef f erson  Cor rect ional            

Inst it u t ion  op en . The am end m en t  w ill b eg in  t he d iscussion  on  Cor rect ional Inst it u-

t ional closures and  t he ef f ect  on  t heir  local econom ies.  

 Thursd ay round ed  out  t he w eek w it h  Governo r  Rick Sco t t  sign ing SB 2060 / HB 

7051 in t o  law . Th is law  sup p o r t s p rop o sed  st at e w at er  q ualit y ru les regard ing       

num er ic nut r ien t s w h ich  w ould  rep lace t he cost ly f ed eral ru les ad op t ed  b y t he EPA 

in  2010. 

 As alw ays, I look f o rw ard  t o  b r ing ing you t h is w eeks up d at e. In  t he m ean t im e, 

if  you have any q uest ions o r  concerns, p lease d o  no t  hesit at e t o  con t act  m e. 

      Sincerely,  

February  17th, 2012  
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 This week Governor Rick Scott signed Senate Bill 2060/House Bill 7051, supporting 

the state’s right to direct and establish its own set of scientific criteria for Florida’s bodies of 

water. SB 2060 was sponsored by the Florida Senate’s Environmental Preservation and Con-

servation Committee, chaired by Senator Charlie Dean. The goal of SB 2060 is to support pro-

posed state water quality rules regarding numeric nutrients and would replace controversial 

federal rules which would be difficult and costly to meet. 

 Senator Dean thanked Governor Scott for his quick action and continuing the momen-

tum of this successful bill. “Florida is one step closer to replacing unreasonable federal stan-

dards with a sanitary, state-run nutrient program designed to protect public health and pre-

serve Florida ecosystems,” said Senator Dean. Commissioner Adam Putnam also thanked the 

Governor “for his swift action to ensure the EPA’s costly rules are not implemented, as they 

could have been detrimental to our state’s agriculture industry and business community.” 

 The current standards held by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) hold Florida’s 

drainage canals to the same water quality standards as the state’s lakes and rivers. The De-

partment of Environmental Protection (DEP) filed a petition in April with the EPA initiating a 

rule development for state standards and requesting the EPA to withdraw its federally en-

forced numeric nutrient criteria and its promulgated criteria. The DEP rules were based on 

years of research and designed to protect public health and preserve well-balanced Florida 

ecosystems. These rules, brought on by the DEP, protect Florida water bodies, while the EPA’s 

do so regardless of water body health. 

 On Thursday, Florida Republican U.S. Senator Marco Rubio announced a companion 

measure to U.S Representative Steve Southerland’s (R-FL) bill forcing the federal EPA to adopt 

the state’s water standards. The bill, entitled the State Water Partnership Act, would ensure 

the EPA follows the standards passed favorably in the Florida Legislature. 

 “It’s time the EPA stop bullying us into accepting another Washington-contrived man-

date which would devastate job creation,” said Senator Rubio. He continued, “the EPA needs 

to step back and realize Florida will not simply stand by as their policies negatively impact 

Florida’s consumers, agriculture producers, municipalities, small businesses, and other job 

creators.” 

 This legislation would save up to 14,500 Florida agriculture jobs while building upon 

tremendous success already achieved on the state keep Florida’s water clean. Congressman 

Steve Southerland stated he looks forward to working with Senator Rubio on this legislation, 

and when it comes to strengthening the health of the waterways, “Floridians comes first.”  
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 The Senate Education Pre-k-12 Committee passed Senate Bill 1610 on Tuesday.  If signed into 

law, SB 1610 would require the Department of Education to create a uniform statewide identification 

badge to be worn by non-instructional contractors who have access to school grounds while students 

are present. 

Under SB 1610, contractors must prove they are a United States citizen or permanent resident 

alien, at least 18 years of age, and meet the background screening requirements already required by 

Florida Statutes. A badge would have to be reissued to a contractor every five years. If a contractor be-

comes disqualified within the five years, they are given two days to return their identification badge to 

the issuing school district. The next committee stop for SB 1610 before it goes to the Senate Floor for a 

final vote is the Budget Committee. The companion to SB 1610 has one more committee stop before it 

goes to the House Floor for a final vote. 
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SB 1610 Protecting Our Children 

Senate Memorial to Honor Vietnam Veterans  

Passes on Senate Floor  

This week the Senate unanimously passed Senate Memorial 1080. Introduced by Senator Dean, 

this memorial urges the United States Congress to initiate and support efforts to celebrate the 40th    

anniversary of the end of the United States’ involvement in the Vietnam War, which will take place in 

2013. Due the intense public opposition to the war, there was a lack of a formal “Welcome Home”    

parade and other traditional celebrations which usually accompany the end of any prolonged war. 

Senate Memorial 1080 will encourage national recognition and appreciation for the honorable 

service and sacrifice of our Vietnam Veterans. When asked about the passing of Senate Memorial 1080 

Senator Dean said, “I am glad to see this memorial has passed. As a veteran, this issue has always 

been very important to me.” The Senator added, “This is a victory for all veterans. It is my hope the mo-

mentum from this victory will continue on and these men will finally be able to receive the hero’s       

welcome they have always deserved.” The companion, House Bill 205, is poised to be heard by the 

House of Representatives in the near future. 

Find ME on Facebook and Twitter : 

 http://www.facebook.com/pages/Charles-S-

Dean/293492737381172?ref=tn_tnmn 

 

 https://twitter.com/#!/CharlieDeanSD3 
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